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	Limassol District Archaeological Museum 

[image: image1.jpg]


The Limassol district archaeological museum was founded in 1948 and originally housed in part of Limassol Castle. During the 1964 conflicts it was closed and transferred to the National Guard. The museum houses antiquities, such as fascinating statues and pottery finds from the Preneolithic Period to the Late Roman Period. 



	Limassol Mediaeval Fort 
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Located near the old port, Limassol Mediaeval fort was built in the 14th century, on the land of an earlier Byzantine Castle and it houses the Cyprus Mediaeval museum. This is where it is believed that Richard the Lion-heart married Berengaria Navarre crowning her Queen of England in 1191. 



	Folk Art Museum 
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A wonderful collection of Cyprus folk art from the 19th and early 20th century is exhibited in this beautifully preserved old house. The museum was first established in 1985 and due to its hundreds of hand made exhibits that protect and enhance the cultural heritage of Cyprus, it was awarded the Europa Nostra Award in 1989. Some of the museums' most fascinating objects are its national costumes, wooden chests and tapestry. 



	Kolossi Castle 
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The Castle of Kolossi was initially built in 1210 and rebuilt in its present form in the middle of the 15th century. The castle first belonged to King Hugh I who gave it to the Knights of St. John in order for their support in his fight against the Muslims. The knights controlled sixty villages on the island and being such good farmers and having a great business sense, all villages were strengthened. Kolossi became one of the Knights' most valuable overseas possessions when they produced the famous Commandaria wine, which was sought after all over Europe and brought the knights fame and fortune. According to tradition the Kolossi Castle is where Richard the Lion-heart and Queen Berengaria spent their honeymoon. 



	Kourion Museum 
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The Kourion Museum houses a collection of finds from nearby archaeological sites. In the main exhibition there are finds from Kaloriziki, including terra cotta lamps and figurines. There are many fascinating finds from Kourion, such as the marble head of Aphrodite from the 2nd century A.D. Many of the other exhibition rooms contain interesting collections from prehistoric sites in the area. 



	Kourion 
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One of the most magnificent archaeological sites on the island and an important ancient kingdom. The spectacular Graeco-Roman Theatre, overlooking the blue Mediterranean sea was built in the 2nd century BC and enlarged in the 2nd century AD, now fully restored it is used for musical and theatrical performances. The House of Eustolios consists of many rooms with fascinating 5th century AD mosaic floors and a complex of baths. The Early Christian basilica dated to the 5th century is thought to have been the Cathedral of Kourion, also to be seen is the Roman era stadium dated to the 2nd century AD. 



	Sanctuary of Apollo Hylates 
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Apollo Hylates, God of woodland and protector of the city of Kourion was worshiped at the Sanctuary from the 8th century BC to the 4th century AD, when it was destroyed by an earthquake and abandoned. But it is still a beautiful place to visit, you can see the temple and beautiful columns and excavations have also revealed a bath complex, a palestra (a place for practising wrestling), the pilgrim halls and a holy precinct. 



	Amathus 
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Amathus is one of the biggest ancient kingdoms on the island. According to legend, Ariadne, the beautiful daughter of Minos, fled Crete with Theseus and went to Amathus where he abandoned her while she was pregnant to fight the Minotaur. There is historical evidence here from at least 3000 years ago. One of the excavator’s most significant finds was a temple built high on the cliff, where they worshiped Aphrodite, the goddess of beauty and love. It’s a beautiful place to visit, built on the coastal cliffs with an amazing view of the sea, visitors get to explore the area and see the beautiful archaeological treasures




