	Celebrations & Events 

	Limassol Wine Festival 
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In ancient times, Greeks would have spectacular celebrations dedicated to Dionysus, the God of Wine, and Aphrodite, the Goddess of Love and Beauty. The Limassol Wine Festival is today’s equivalent to the ancient celebrations dedicated to them. The first wine festival was organized in 1961 offering to Cypriots and visitors a taste of Cypriot wine and a fun, comfortable atmosphere. Since 1962 the emblem of this festival is the giant replica of a Cypriot vine grower in his traditional local costume, and his slogan “Drink wine, it gives you life”. The festival has been an annual event since then, offering free wine, Cypriot food, traditional music and dancing, attracting thousands of Cypriots and visitors alike. 



	The Limassol Carnival 
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The Limassol Carnival is an essential institution, a tradition for the citizens of Limassol. The festivities last for a whole week with fun and amusing masquerading, starting with the entrance parade of the King Carnival, which is followed by a fancy-dress competition for children. Large crowds from all over the island gather in the Carnivals main streets to watch the floats and the remarkable amount of people masqueraded, walking and dancing along with the floats. 



	Anthestiria – Flower Festival 

[image: image3.jpg]


The flower festival which takes place during May is a celebration of nature's beauty during spring, anthestiria derives from the Greek word anthos meaning flower. The origin of the Anthestiria goes back to ancient times, when festivals were organised in honour of god Dionysus, the divine protector of the theatre. 



	Kataklysmos - Festival of the flood 
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Forty days after Easter, Limassol bursts into action celebrating the Kataklysmos, splashing each other with water which is said to symbolize the purification of the body and soul. According to Greek mythology the celebrations are in honour of Aphrodite, Goddess of Love and Beauty, who it’s said was born at Petra tou Romiou, a series of rock formations off the south coast of Cyprus. The annual festival takes place near the sea shore of Limassol during June and adults and kids alike will find it very fun. 




Greek Orthodox Easter
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The church festivities begin on Good Friday, with a symbolic enactment of Christ's death and burial. Midnight mass on Saturday evening, with the proclamation of Christ's resurrection, is often followed by a hot bowl of traditional soup shared at home in many families.

Paphos Aphrodite Festival
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The Paphos Aphrodite Festival is an international annual artistic event with world famous opera performances which take place in the open air in front of the Medieval Castle in Paphos. Memorable performances to date include Othello, Aida, Nabucco, Zorba the Greek and Tosca.

